THE SEVEN POWER  CONFERENCE
the last analysis the Conference was to do in London what
Dr. Luther had failed to accomplish in Paris.
The strategy of France was the financial blockade of
Germany, and in this unworthy manoeuvre she was flouting
the public opinion of the world. Someone should have
challenged her. But who ? There was only one member of
that Conference who had the authority and the prestige to
speak straight and plain to France, and that was the British
Prime Minister. Mr. Stimson's position was different and very
difficult. He had already taken a bold line of definite help
to Germany. His speech was undoubtedly the most important,
as it was. the most heartening, heard at the Conference, as it
made the only definite,, although indirect, offer. But it was an
innovation for America to be there at all, having regard to
her declared policy of isolation. It was obviously not the
American Secretary's place to call the bluff of France. Britain
and America, acting together, were, however, not without
resources which could quickly cause France to alter her
ruthless policy of starvation, and induce her to put into
practice those principles of benevolence and philanthropy
towards Germany which were her constant profession. All
the world knew, if France didn't, that she could not really
afford her present policy.
It was the duty of the chief British representative to try to
save the Conference and Germany by a definite step. But
MacDonald would not take that step.
This was one of the great c Might-have-beens5 of history.
After the Seven Power Conference Brxining went back to
Germany a disappointed and disheartened man. He went
back to fight the greatest battle any man was ever called
upon to fight. True, the Catholic Chancellor, who, it was
said, * wore an iron cross at the end of a rosary/ had made
many serious mistakes both in his home and foreign policies.
He played into the hands of the demagogues Hugenberg and
Hitler when, acting autocratically, he dissolved the defiant
Reichstag under Article 48,
It must be remembered that as far as Germany was concerned
France always regarded herself as c holding a wolf by the
ears.' Military support from Britain she believed was essential
to her security. It can be imagined, therefore, how badly
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